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UNITED LEARNING ACADEMIES 

United Learning’s GCSE results for its group of sponsored academies rose this summer by 1.5% points, despite 
the national fall across state-funded schools of 2.9% points.  At 53.2%, the Group’s performance is also 3.6% 
points above the national average for sponsored academies.  Commenting on the results, Chief Executive John 
Coles said: 

“We are very pleased that our results have bucked the national decline and have continued to 
increase.  That we are likewise outperforming the sponsored academies’ average is encouraging 
and testament to the work of our staff and students across the country.  Our academies are 
predominantly situated in areas of high deprivation and with well-above-average numbers of 
students in receipt of the pupil premium.  We will continue to build on these figures over the next 
year and look to reach and exceed the national average.” 

 

Achieving 5+ A*-C GCSE or Equivalents 
Including English and Mathematics 

 
2014 

Change 
2013-2014 

United Learning Academies 53.2% +1.5 % points 

National – All State-Funded Schools 57.7% -2.9 % points 

National – Sponsored Academies 49.6  

 
GO FASTER FOOD FOR SCHOOLS 

Go Faster Food for Schools, a new initiative that provides teachers with a practical resource to help deliver 
healthy eating in the National Curriculum, launched on Thursday 6th November. The initiative, which provides 
teachers with a toolkit to bring healthy eating alive in the classroom, addresses the need to equip teachers 
with the tools to support the introduction of the new cooking and nutrition units, recently added to the 
curriculum. Supporting Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 of the Design and Technology Programme, the aim of the 
initiative is to help pupils make sense of food with classroom-based projects that help them to understand 
and apply the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet, prepare and cook savoury dishes so that they are 
able to feed themselves, and learn the source, seasonality and characteristics of a broad range of ingredients. 
The initiative has already been piloted successfully in schools, sports organisations and charities across the UK 
and is backed by Olympic athletes. 

It also includes an ‘Eat like an Athlete’ programme – a ten week curriculum-based workshop that allows 
children to develop basic skills in class, using the toolkit. A group of children are taught the theory behind 
eating healthily; learn to cook simple, nutritious food that tastes delicious, and demonstrate what they’ve 
learned to their peers, teachers and parents. They then become Go Faster Food Ambassadors and in turn 
teach a next set of students and so it continues, cascading throughout the school, until all the children are 
armed with the knowledge and know-how. The aim is to help all children, whether they are active or not, 
understand how eating the right food improves their everyday life and enables them to make healthy food 
choices, now and in the future. 
 
CORNERSTONE CHRISTMAS COLLECTION (TERESA MURPHY) 

Students in Years 10 and 11 are going to be donating items for the Cornerstone Day Centre, is a local centre 
which provides services to adults facing a wide range of social issues including homelessness, poverty, social 
isolation, poor mental health, drug and alcohol addiction.   



  
 

  

We are collecting:  

 Boxes of teabags 

 Soup  

 Biscuits 

 Jam 

 Sugar 

If you would also like to donate an item in the next few weeks, please ask your child to put it in the box at the 
end of the Maths corridor.  Many thanks for your generosity and support. 
 
LOCAL COLLEGE OPEN DAYS 

College Address Open Day/Evening Time 

Connell Sixth Form College 
0161 231 9200 
www.connellsixthformcollege.com 

301 Alan Turing Way 
Beswick 
M11 3BS 

Thursday 
20th November 

5.00-8.00 p.m. 

Trafford College 
0161 886 7070 
www.trafford.ac.uk/ 

The Centre for Science & 
Technology 

Saturday 
15th November 

10.00 a.m. to 
2.00 p.m. 

William Hulme’s Grammar School 
0161 226 2054 
www.whgs-academy.org 

Spring Bridge Road 
Whalley Range 
M16 8PR 

Thursday 
20th November 

5.00 p.m. 
onwards 

 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

The Stars of the Week are awarded the Principal’s Merit which is worth five ordinary merits.  They also meet 
the Principal for breakfast on Friday morning and have their photograph taken to commemorate their 
achievement.  The photograph is then printed onto a card and posted home. 

Student Form  Subject Comment 

Aimee Peeks 7HCR Business Consistent effort and high quality work in Business. 

Mustafa Said Mohamed 7LMC Drama For being very creative whilst learning about body as prop and 
physical theatre 

Shenae Hunt Alveranga  7HCR Food Tech For excellent practical work 

Razvan Lingurar 7RTE Foundation Amazing work in Science, much more confident, trying very hard 
and kind to others.  

Aman Iqbal 8PDH Geography For being consistently excellent in class discussions. 

Bassam Al-Dhufairi 7SFO ICT Fantastic start to ICT and supportive and helpful of peers. 

Arifa Begum 11WMO Law Complete dedication to improving her grades for Law. 

Yusra Akhtar 9CMU Maths For her excellent effort and achievement in all Mathematics 
lessons. She regularly hands in homework to a very good standard. 
Yusra also achieved a Level 5A in a recent test. 

Kelsea Scott 8DMO Music For her diligent piano practice down in the Music Corridor; and for 
enthusiasm and effort in lessons.  

Kiro Underwood-
Alveranga 

9MAR PE He was outstanding in this week’s trampolining lesson, listening 
very carefully to the progressions and teaching points of the front 
landing and working through them well to acquire and refine the 
skill  

Jama Byambatsogt 9CMU Resistant 
Materials 

For outstanding work in Resistant Materials 

Iftihar Ahmed 7SFO Science Demonstrated excellent understanding through extensive 
preparation for his Science assessment. 



  
 

  

Student Form  Subject Comment 

Arefa Islam 11GJO Spanish Fantastic effort and determination in Spanish 

 
TAX DISC HOLDERS 

The switch from paper tax discs for cars to the new electronic version has meant that the familiar transparent 
plastic envelopes have become obsolete - but some Policemen have thought up a new use for them: as an 
emergency contact information and medical alert card.  They say 

"This is a really useful replacement for your tax disc. If a driver is involved in a collision or has a 
medical emergency whilst at the wheel, a first responder will have easy access to vital medical 
information and we can quickly contact next of kin.  The way the disc folds in on itself means all the 
information is kept private until needed by emergency services personnel." 

The template can be easily printed, cut out, filled in, folded up and placed in the holder.  You can download 
and print the form here: ECDiscUpdate.pdf 

 
REMEMBRANCE 

This week was of course Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday. Each year group had a poignant assembly 
looking at the horrors of war and the sacrifices made for freedom and democracy. Mr Griffin told the tale of 
his granddad (who throughout the war carried the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam – a verse was shared) and read 
an extract from his diary.  

The assembly also remembered those from Ducie High School who died in the Great War and are 
commemorated on our plaque.  

 
“They shall not grow old, as we who are left grow old 

Age shall not wither them, nor the years condemn 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 

We will remember them” 
 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr A Griffin,  
Executive Principal  

http://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/cars
http://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/resources/files/33056

